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Blue bins are hitting the 
streets 

Households across South 
Cambridgeshire will be taking 
delivery of their new blue bin 
between 31 August and 6 October.  
The blue bin will replace the green 
box scheme and be an easier and 
cheaper way of collecting dry 
recyclables.  Collections will take 
effect from Monday 11 October.

Improvements to the recycling 
service take on board the comments 
of residents who want to be able to 
recycle a greater range of materials 
in a single, larger, easier to use 
container.  The new blue bin will 
enable households to recycle up to 
90% of their rubbish, meaning less 
waste will go to costly and ever-
decreasing landfill. The new service 
will also prove a more cost-effective 
way of collecting and recycling waste 
with an estimated saving of £400,000 
by the third full year of operation. 

 On delivery, residents are asked to 
be aware that the blue bin lids may 
not close properly due to the way in 
which they were stacked for storage.  
The lid should settle after a week or 
so.

 The blue bin will be for the dry 
recyclables that residents currently 
place in their green boxes, including 
plastic bottles, glass bottles and jars, 
and food and drinks cans, as well as 
new materials, including plastic pots, 
tubs, trays, film (e.g. carrier bags and 
clean food wrapping) and cartons 
(e.g. tetra packs).  Residents will also 
now be asked to place cardboard in 
the blue bin for recycling, instead 
of in the green bin for composting.  
Items must be placed loose in the 
blue bin (not in plastic bin bags 
or other containers) and should be 

rinsed to remove any risk of food 
contamination.

 The blue bin will come with an 
inner caddy specially designed 
to keep paper (which includes 
magazines, directories, envelopes 
and junk mail) separate from the rest 
of the recycling.  This is because 
paper is more valuable when it is 
kept separate.  Residents are asked 
to keep the caddy in the blue bin as 
it prevents people from heavy lifting 
and does not need to be removed.

 The blue bin will be delivered with 
an information pack, which will be 
placed in the caddy, giving residents 
all the information they need about 
the new recycling service.   In the 
pack residents will find a battery bag 
for recycling domestic batteries.  This 
will need to be put out for collection 
with the blue bin and will be replaced 
each time it is used.  There will 
be clear instructions on the bag 
to demonstrate how it needs to be 
attached to the bin.

 If residents successfully manage 
to fill their blue bin, excess dry 
recyclables will be collected when 
placed in a returnable container and 
left alongside the bin.  Similarly, 
excess paper will be collected when 
kept separate and left in a returnable 
container alongside the blue bin. ( old 
green boxes?-ed)

The green bin will continue to be 
used for garden and food waste.  
Residents are asked not to put 
cardboard and paper in the green bin 
any longer and to put this in the blue 
bin for recycling instead.  The black 
bin will now only be for waste that 
cannot be recycled or composted.  
Excess black and green bin material 
cannot be collected.  Residents are 
asked to take it to the recycling centre 
at Milton or Thriplow.

 Portfolio holder for environmental 
services Cllr Sue Ellington said, 
“We hope that residents will be 
pleased with the improvements to 
their recycling service and that they 
will embrace the opportunity to 
recycle as much as possible.  The 
idea is that the blue bin will become 
the main household bin with little 
non-recyclable and non-compostable 
material left for the black bin and, 
subsequently, landfill.  “We are 
very proud to have one of the best 
recycling rates in the country and are 
keen to continue to listen to and work 
with residents to better our record 
further.”

 The majority of residents will 
not experience a change to their 
collection day.  There may, however, 
be a small change to the time of some 
collections so residents are reminded 
to ensure their bins are out by 7am on 
their designated day of collection.   

Residents are welcome to keep 
their green boxes if they have a use 
for them.  For those residents not 
wanting to keep them, there will 
be drop off points at Morrisons 
Cambourne, Tesco Bar Hill, Tesco 
Fulbourn or Tesco Milton where 
they will be picked up and sent for 
recycling. 

For more information residents visit 
www.scambs.gov.uk/bluebin or call 
03450 450 063.

 If residents have not received their 
blue bin by Wednesday 6 October 
they are asked to contact the Council 
on 03450 450 063.

Blue bin collections will replace 
the green box collections.  They will, 
therefore, need to be put out on the 
same day as the green boxes would 
have been – the same day as the 
green bin.
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

Come Dine With Me!
This Autumn, we begin our next Alpha 
Course.
It is an informal evening set around a 
meal for those who want to find out 
more about Christianity. 

You are warmly invited!
If interested, please contact our minister 
for details.

Harvest Festival Celebrations – 2nd & 
3rd October
Harvest Supper – Saturday 2nd October 
(and minister’s anniversary celebration).
Harvest Festival service on Sunday 3rd 
at 10:45

Church Anniversary Celebrations
See church notice boards and other 
publicity for details

Coffee Morning – in aid of Vision Africa
This month, the ‘Women in Partnership’ are taking the Coffee 
Morning again, in aid of ‘Vision Africa’ – a project supported by the 
Baptist women’s groups throughout Cambridgeshire, working among 
disadvantaged children in Kenya.

In the Large Hall (Former British School)
Thursday 21st October 2010 
10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?

Services for October 2010

3rd Trinity 18 8am Holy Communion G
11am First Sunday Harvest Festival & Lunch G
6pm Harvest Festival Evening Service E

10th Trinity 19 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

17th Trinity 20 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

24th
Last Sunday after 
Trinity 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

31st 4th before Advent 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,

What is harvest about?
Half the world is starving while the other half has more than it needs. Harvest is about ethics.

A woman in her 90’s told me that her husband used to work on a farm using a horse to plough the field. Then one day the farmer 
bought a tractor, the man had to learn to drive the tractor or face being put out to graze, like the horse. Harvest is about labour.

A zoologist and political philosopher has written a book suggesting that if we continue our present system of food production the 
chances of humanity lasting through the next few hundred years are slim. Harvest is about the politics of survival.

Whatever our memories and interpretations of harvest it is a time in the year when the church has to look beyond its own calendar 
and to think theologically about the relationship between the land and people. So much of the Bible tells of the association between 
people and land: both part of God’s creation, both in need of one another, a relationship that is necessary but also uneasy.

Food is a theological issue. It’s deeply rooted in the gospels. Jesus compels people to eat, He feeds people, he tells those he has 
healed to go and eat. Jesus uses food as a metaphor for God’s love.

In the gospels Jesus is often talking to a community of people who know about the production of food. They are farmers, they are 
familiar with the processes of planting seeds, of tending, of growing, of cultivating land. They know about the importance of time, 
of when to plant and when to sow and when to reap; as farmers they would have utilised the passing of time to cultivate the crop; 
the process of farming land is not something that can be hurried. 

The followers of Jesus work towards a harvest, a time of plenty, a time of abundance, but God’s will is happening in the meantime. 
It is a paradox - the created world works to a process of planting, growth and then harvest; but God is at work at every stage and in 
unlikely places and through unlikely people.

Jesus’ message is that the harvest is yet to come, but God is already happening.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

One of my favourite paintings is ‘The Prodigal Son’ by Rembrandt. It is a beautiful 
picture, depicting the climax of one of the best known passages in the Bible. It can 
be found in the New Testament in Luke 15:11–32. The ‘Parable of the Prodigal Son’ 
– a story told by Jesus that most of us heard at school or Sunday school, is the tale of 
the spendthrift, wastrel son, who snubs his father and demands his inheritance – even 
before his father dies! He then goes off and wastes it on debauchery, ‘loose living’ and 
‘loose women’ and makes a real mess of his life. After behaviour like that, the young 
man’s dad would be forgiven for washing his hands of his errant son, but he doesn’t.

Perhaps a better title for the story would be ‘The Waiting Father’, because the hero of 
the story is the young man’s dad. Even though his son had taken half his money and 
cleared off, basically telling him to ‘Get Stuffed!’, the young man’s dad never gave up 
on his son. Like most parents, he knew his son inside out and realised that eventually 
his son would come to his senses and come home. For me, the most beautiful part 
of the story is the point where the son returns and it reads ‘while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him’ (Luke 15:20). All the while his son was 
away, the father was watching and waiting for his son and was ready to welcome him 
home.

Jesus told this story to tell us something of the love that God has for us. Like the 
father in the story, God’s heart is filled with love and compassion. Even though we 
often behave like the prodigal son, trying to enjoy life without reference to God 
– perhaps until things go wrong and we blame Him; or we face a crisis and cry out for 
His help; like the father in the story, God is waiting, watching, longing for us to return 
to Him. The moment we begin to turn towards Him, like the father in the parable, He 
is immediately there to welcome, forgive and restore.

This month Gamlingay Baptist Church celebrates 300 years in the chapel at Stocks 
Lane – we’ve been there a long time. For generations we have been celebrating 
the deep, welcoming, embracing love of God. He is far nearer to you than you can 
imagine, why not come along to Alpha or to church and find out a bit more? 

Best Wishes!
James



COMMUNITY CORNER

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 7th October
Gerry Brunt
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

Monday, 11th October
‘Hereward and other fighters’ 

with Mike Petty

All welcome

A BIG thank you to everyone who 
came along to the ‘Moon Bears’ Charity 
Quiz Night, on the 1st September, at 
the Duncombe Arms in Waresley. We 
successfully raised £204.00 on the night 
for the bears. All these funds will go to 
the Animals Asia ‘Moon Bears’ appeal 
to help support the rescue of more bears 
from bile farming to a forever home in 
the moon bear sanctuary in Chengdu, 
China. Further information on the 
website: www.animalsasia.org. Thank 
you.

Sing and Sign classes – fun and 
educational for Mum, Dad and 

little one too!

You may be wondering what ‘Sing and 
Sign’ is – and why you need classes!

‘Sing and Sign’ classes offer a fun way 
to learn  sign language to use with your 
baby – enabling mum, dad and baby to 
communicate more effectively before 
verbal communication develops.  Most 
parents will use some sort of signs in 
their day to day communication with 
baby – I don’t know any mum who 
doesn’t wave hello and goodbye to their 
baby, or who doesn’t respond to baby 
holding their arms up for a carry or a 
cuddle.  ‘Sing and Sign’ helps you to take 
this instinctive communication to another 
level.

The classes are fun – one or both 
parents/ caregivers go to a regular 
class with baby, where the adults learn 
the signs through songs, and baby has 
fun listening, playing with toys, and 
interacting with other babies of about 
the same age.  Baby then learns the 
signs when Mum (and Dad) uses them 
consistently, in context.

That’s enough about the theory – here are 
potted highlights of our three terms as a 
‘Sing and Sign’ family!

Simon (my husband) was initially less 
keen on the idea than I was, but agreed 
to come along as we thought that the 
Saturday classes would be a good family 
activity – especially as he is away from 
home during the week.  He now goes to 
more of the classes than I do, as I have 
been using the time to catch up on sleep 
now that I am expecting again.  This is 
despite the fact that he has the singing 
voice of a braying donkey, and a poor 
memory for the songs!  

The change in his attitude came when 
he realised that Marie (our daughter) 
was understanding more of what we 
said, because we were using consistent 
signs. At 6 to 9 months babies only really 
hear the last word of a sentence and the 
signs helped to reinforce the meaning 
– and also helped Marie to understand 
that there are different words for the 
same thing. Do you want dinner? Would 
you like some lunch? It’s time for tea! 
All basically mean that there is food 

available – despite the fact that the words 
used are different, and with one sign 
for food/eat, Marie grasped the concept 
quickly. 

It took a few weeks before Marie started 
to use signs herself – the signs for ‘more’ 
and ‘finished’ came first – followed by 
‘Dad’!  Marie is now 21 months old and 
asks for the ‘Sing and Sign’ songs – as 
does her three year old cousin, who has 
never been to a ‘Sing and Sign’ class; she 
just enjoys the songs, and enjoys copying 
and learning the signs that go with them.

Marie’s vocabulary – both verbal 
and signed - is now very large; she is 
using three word sentences, which has 
definitely silenced those people who said 
that using signs would delay her speech.  
We still use signs – sometimes it helps to 
clarify what she is trying to say, and the 
use of signs for more complex ideas is, 
in my opinion, helping her to understand 
those ideas.  We use the ‘Sing and 
Sign’ songs a lot in the car – excellent 
entertainment on long drives, which she 
never tires of, although after the fifth 
time of ‘Miss Polly’s Other Dolly’ I do 
change the song.

We are glad that we chose to take Marie 
to ‘Sing and Sign’ lessons, and will be 
taking our new little bundle, when he or 
she reaches six months old.  The lessons 
have provided us with a chance to do 
something which is focussed purely on 
Marie, and have ‘made’ us find family 
time in our weekend schedule – time 
which otherwise would have been used to 
do more mundane, and far less rewarding 
things.

Mrs L Cavadias 

Sing and Sign aims to help you 
communicate with your baby or toddler 
before speech, using simple gestures 
derived from British Sign Language.

Babies go through a natural gestural 
stage and we all use gesture to some 
extent with our children – think of 
waving ‘bye bye’!   At Sing and Sign you 
will learn a range of useful signs to do 
with the things that matter in your baby 
or toddler’s life: animals and vehicles; 
routines such as mealtimes, bath time, 
nappy changing, going out and bedtime; 
and important concepts such as more, all 
gone, take turns and no!

Sing and Sign encourages ‘key word 
signing’, i.e. only signing one word per 
sentence.  In this way we reinforce the 
spoken word, encouraging understanding 
and early speech.  Research also points 
towards a broader spoken vocabulary in 
pre-schoolers who have baby-signed, and 
even an IQ advantage. (See the www.
singandsign.com if you would like to 
read up on the research.) The programme 
is approved by Speech and Language 
Therapists.

Each 45 minute lesson consists of about 
35 minutes of singing and signing, then 
there is 10 minutes for questions, sign 
requests and a weekly themed handout, 
whilst the children play.  You will know 
many of the songs and nursery rhymes, 
but others have been specially written 
– there isn’t a nursery rhyme about nappy 
changing!  There are also opportunities 
for playing instruments, lots of props and 
regular visits from Jessie Cat (a cuddly 
puppet – but don’t tell the children that!)

In January 2004 I started teaching two 
Sing and Sign classes on Saturdays in 
Biggleswade. I am now running weekday 
and weekend classes in Bedford, Sandy, 
Gamlingay, Langford and St Neots 
too, and I have had some babies on 
the waiting list since before they were 
born!!  As well as the basic ‘Level One’ 
course there is also now an ‘Improvers’ 
course for children who have completed 
two terms, in which we cover colours, 
weather, opposites, numbers and phonics.

All Sing and Sign teachers have done 
baby signing with their own babies, 
and thus feel passionately about its 
benefits, and want to share the wonderful 
something extra that you can add to 
your relationship with your child.  It is 
an extremely rewarding job, especially 
when Mums (and Dads) tell me about the 
first signs their child has used, and how 
they have amazed their cynical friends 
and family!  I hope that one day baby 
signing will be seen as a norm of child 
development.

Julie Warriner

PARTY IN THE PARISH
Will YOU be lucky enough to receive an invitation?

Would YOU like to host an event of your own?

During the week beginning Monday 15th November we hope parties will be taking 
place all over Gamlingay!  

The idea is that members of our local congregation, as well as anyone else who might 
like to get involved and help to support their local Parish Church, should host some 
sort of event in their own home.  It could be as simple as inviting a few neighbours 
in for morning coffee or afternoon tea; it could be a lunch party, cheese and wine 
evening, dinner party or full scale ‘knees-up’  – the choice is entirely up to the 
host.  Official invitations will be available on request and these will explain to the 
recipients that it is a fund-raising event and all who attend will be asked to make an 
appropriate donation to the Church.  

The running costs of our Church are enormous and ‘fund-raising’ is a necessity.  If 
you do receive an invitation we hope you will respond favourably, enjoy the occasion 
and be happy to feel that you are, in a small way, helping to ensure the survival of 
our beautiful Church and the valuable services it provides.

If you would like to know more about hosting a party and obtaining the official 
invitations please call 650489 and speak to Brenda Elcome.

Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Gamlingay

Biggleswade and District 
27th Autumn Art 

Exhibition

Northill Village Hall (opposite church)

Saturday 16th October and Sunday 17th 
October, 10am to 4pm

Free admission, refreshments and 
original paintings for sale



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 10

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.co.uk or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA. District Councillor Bridget 
Smith is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com 

Housing in South Cambs

Last month we wrote warning of the 
problems South Cambs was getting 
itself into with regards to Housing; and 
referred to an issue in Balsham where a 
block of land owned by SCDC became 
available for redevelopment. The local 
expectation was that the land would 
continue to be used for social housing.

The Portfolio Holder Cllr Howell had 
three options to consider: open market 
sale to a developer, transfer to a housing 
association and sale of individual 
plots. The officer recommendation and 
consultations pointed to transfer to a 
housing association. At his portfolio 
meeting he listened to the views of 
those present all of whom supported the 
housing association with one notable 
exception – the Leader of the Council 
who alone recommended open market 
sale. Cllr Howell’s decision was for open 
market sale.

The decision was called-in for review 
by Scrutiny on the basis that no proper 
consultation took place, that  professional 
advice of officers was ignored, that there 
was a lack of openness, helpfulness and 

consistency as well as a lack of clarity 
of aims and outcomes and a number of 
other matters,. 

Scrutiny can only question the process 
followed and not the substantive issue. 
On that basis Cllr Howell was questioned 
closely and it was soon clear that he 
was guilty on all counts. It was claimed 
that local Councillors and the Parish 
had been fully consulted on all options. 
Fortunately the chair of the Parish 
Council was present and could confirm 
that the open market sale had never been 
put to the Council. The local Councillor 
was also present and could vouch for the 
fact that she had not been consulted at 
all. The other issue was why a decision 
was taken that had no professional or 
local support. Cllr Howell did admit 
that he had discussed the matter with 
some cabinet members and “might” have 
spoken to the Leader.  For the first time 
in my experience the Scrutiny Committee 
came to a unanimous decision on a call-
in. Essentially guilty on all counts, go 
away and do it all again.

What is the Council’s administration 
up to that such serious mistakes can be 
repeatedly made? 

The cuts have begun…

South Cambs administration’s manifesto 
action on “extra litter picking in 10 larger 
villages”, is not now happening as it 
was being funded from Local Strategic 
Partnership funding from the government 
which has all been immediately cut. 
These cuts also stopped some funding 
to projects with voluntary organisations, 
and it looks as though SCDC may be 
about £80,000 out of pocket in money 
spent from this fund that will not be 
repaid.

Satisfaction with South Cambs – is there 
any?

Information from Satisfaction surveys 
- the figures were not too bad except 
where an issue took more than one phone 
call, then most people (60%) got fed up 
waiting for something to happen. ARE 
YOU ONE OF THEM? Please let your 
Councillors know if they can help. 

Blue Wheelies

The campaign to publicise the blue bins 
is all on schedule. Residents with small 
houses/gardens will have the option 
of sacks for recyclables if YOU make 
enough fuss – you should be given the 

Tickets £2.50 in advance or £3.00 on the door includes a 
complimentary drink

available from Sunshine Pre-school and
The Crafty Cupcake, Church Shreet, Gamlingay

The Cutting Mill, Mill Street, Gamlingay

Appointments can be pre-booked or booked on the night
For information and to pre-book please phone 07814 500946

This event is organised by Sunshine Pre-school www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org Charity Number 1031944

Clairvoyants Clothing Massage

LADIES

PAMPER & SHOPPING
EVENING

Jewellery Sugaring

Friday 12th November 2010
Nails 7pm - 10.30pm Bar

Gamlingay Village College

Indulge in a relaxing therapy or start some Christmas shopping
with a large selection of craft and gift stalls

Phoenix Cupcakes from Tarot 
Cards ‘The Crafty Cards

Cupcake’
Hand Crafted Raffle

Gifts ...and much more



continued from page �

continued on page 11

continued from page 10

continued on page 12

option of sacks for black bin rubbish 
(which should be very little now). The 
contract for sorting it all has gone to ... 
Donarbon at Waterbeach! Bids came 
from companies from as far away as 
Northern Ireland and 33 staff from Veolia 
(who collect the green box recyclables) 
will have the right to transfer to the 
council although there may be some 
redundancies. 

Online Planning System

The online planning system is a 
disaster and causing major problems 
– brilliant example of South Cambs 
fixing something that wasn’t broken. 
The service is much less convenient than 
before, and South Cambs has responded 
by taking out of commission search 
features which were not always working 
properly, so it is now even more difficult 
to use. This is an off-the-shelf system 
that has supposedly been used by other 
councils. Please let us know if you are 
having problems using the new system 
because Lord knows we are…...

Crime and Disorder Reduction 
Partnership

The CDRP is a partnership between a 
large number of organisations concerned 
with crime in South Cambridgeshire.  
Their priorities for the coming year are:-
Reducing serious acquisitive crime.
Reducing re-offending
Reducing domestic violence
South Cambridgeshire remains one 
of the safest places in the country to 
live no thanks to the CDRP which has 
consistently failed to meet nearly all its 
targets and ambitions. The incidence of 
serious acquisitive crime has increased 
by 7.9% from September 2008 to August 
2009 with a significant increase in 
dwelling burglaries.  Thankfully vehicle 
crime has decreased by 3.9%.  To tackle 
this particular problem the CDRP has 
set up a Serious Acquisitive Crime Task 
Group which will focus on prevention; 
although no actual real policing will take 
place in addition to that already planned. 

The CDRP are always glad of input from 
members of the public and this is best 
done through the Neighbourhood Police 
Panel meetings and through registering 
with e-cops.

Annoyingly,  from September 1, 
police surgeries at Wimpole Farm 
and Gamlingay Fire Station on Friday 
afternoons have been cancelled due to a 

lack of attendance and interest according 
to the Police but we suspect due to a 
lack of advertising and indeed some 
of them have been cancelled at short 
notice as well.  However, the Police will 
continue monthly surgeries. To view 
dates of these surgeries please visit 
www.cambs.police.uk and click on ‘my 
neighbourhood’ where you will be able 
to find your policing team and ‘dates for 
your diary’ details. If you have any ideas 
or questions do get in touch. 

Benefit Fraud

South Cambs finds out about people 
who may be committing fraud through a 
variety of methods, including computer 
data matching, regular checking of 
benefit claims and working jointly 
with other agencies. They also rely on 
members of the public to report their 
suspicions so that they can act, where 
appropriate. 
 

Some common types of benefit fraud 
include claiming benefits as a single 
person where there is actually a partner 
or other adults in the property; people 
saying that they are unemployed where 
they are working/self-employed and 
not telling the council about money 
that they have in the bank or other 
properties that they own and claiming 
benefits for an address where they do not 
live. If someone is caught committing 
benefit fraud they will have to pay all 
of the money back. In addition they 
may be issued with a financial penalty 
or prosecuted in the criminal courts. 
Benefit fraud offences can result in up to 
seven years imprisonment. Last year the 
council prosecuted 17 people for benefit 
fraud and gave out financial penalties and 
formal warnings to 38 others. In these 
cases benefits totalling over £126,000 
was found to have been overpaid due to 
fraud. 
If you think that you know someone who 
may be committing benefit fraud then 
please report it to the council, either by 
phoning their hotline on 0800 7311892, 
sending an email to benefitfraud@
scambs.gov.uk. 

Hauxton Remedial Works

The clean-up of the Hauxton site 
continues to make the pages and 
screens… Local Cllr Dr Janet Lockwood 
writes:

“I had a trip round the site in the morning 
and the liaison forum in the afternoon 
yesterday (membership of forum 

including Harrow CE, Vertase director 
in charge of site, Harrow technical 
officer, Atkins site monitoring office, 
Chair Hauxton PC, CC members and 
me (chair.) The Liaison group is fairly 
informal and extremely helpful in my 
view.

I am now convinced the remediation 
being done is the only method possible 
(other proposed methods would have 
missed bits out such as old contaminated 
drains). It is variably smelly, depending 
on what bit they are working on and the 
wind direction and strength. Odours will 
inevitably escape as they dig - if too 
bad they stop and wait for a change in 
wind direction.  The odours are due to 
solvents, not pesticides or herbicides, and 
well below the concentration desired by 
a teenage glue sniffer.  The smells have 
temporary minor health effects which 
improve as soon as the sufferer leaves 
the area. All Health Protection Agency 
advice is there is no concern about long 
term health effects. No GP has raised a 
concern about a patient with the HPA.

They will dig the whole site out to the 
gault clay and further if contamination 
has been introduced into the clay by 
drains or piles for buildings.  The 
excavated soil is treated by turning or 
blowing air through it and absorbing 
the effluent. The decontamination of the 
soil is done by bacteria already present 
there but needing oxygen and sometimes 
added nutrients. There is scarcely any 
ground water.  That present is pumped to 
the waste water treatment site west of the 
A 10. Monitoring of the volatile organic 
chemicals is rigorously controlled by 
the Permit with an audit trail. There are 
monitors on site, round the perimeter, 
one in Harston and one in Hauxton.  All 
agencies are satisfied the emitted levels 
from the site are not harmful.
Most of the worst bits have been 
excavated now, the site will be less 
smelly as the weather cools, and work 
hours will reduce with the daylight 
through the winter.”

The Future and Government Spending 
Decisions

The Government’s spending review is 
going to have huge impact on District 
and County Councils and many of the 
decisions will affect our communities 
directly as spending on local government 
is cut by £32 billion.  Proposals so far 
include cutting Local Housing Allowance 

probably by about £25 per household per 
week, giving local residents power to 
veto excessive council rate rises through 
local referendums; and the introduction 
of control over Parish Council precepts 
and devolving some core services such 
as day care and youth work down to local 
communities.

We know that the following are already 
going to happen:- cutting community 
grants, axing the second Connexions 
bus, no more support for parish plans 
and the removal of housing targets and 
the national minimal housing density 
requirement of 30 houses per hectare. 
We also know there will be no nationally 
imposed targets for traveller pitches and 
legislation introduced to make it more 
difficult to develop land that is currently 
garden…so if you were thinking of a 
bijou bungalow to retire to at the end of 
the garden it’s now or never!!!

Independent Custody Visitors

Are you community minded with some 
time to spare? Are you open minded, 
objective and impartial and can you be 
discreet? (Of course you can!!) If you 
can answer yes to these questions, would 
you like to become an Independent 
Custody Visitor? 
 

Cambridgeshire Police Authority is 
looking for people to join its Custody 
Visitor Panels. The Panels are 
independent of the police and their 
role is to make unannounced visits to 
police stations in Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough to observe and report to 
the Police Authority about the conditions 
under which people detained to assist 
police with their enquiries are being 
held. The work of the visitors is vital in 
order to ensure that detainees’ rights are 
being respected and that they are being 
treated properly. You will be unpaid, 
but allowances are payable to cover 
expenses incurred. The time commitment 
required of Visitors is not onerous (3 to 
4 hours a month) and training will be 
given to successful applicants. You need 
to be aged 18 years or over and residing 
in Cambridgeshire, Peterborough or 
Fenland. To ensure the credibility of the 
Custody Visiting Scheme, persons with 
connections with the Criminal Justice 
System (e.g. police, courts, prisons 
service, etc.) cannot be considered. 
Applications forms and further 
information is available from the Police 
Authority Office at police.authority@
cambs.pnn.police.uk or on 0300 3333456



Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 
Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 
for 85 seated or 120 standing.

continued from page 11

letters
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rate of offenders. Please be aware of this 
when parking your vehicle, particularly 
in Gamlingay or outside a school 
(Haslingfield in particular!) 

Love Food Hate Waste?

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation 
has opened the Love Food Hate Waste 
Community Action Fund offering 
grants of between £100 and £500 to 
voluntary and community groups in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.  The 
grants are to fund an event or activity 
which tries to encourage people to reduce 
their food waste.  Your activity or event 
must involve more than 12 people. 
Applications for a grant are invited until 
December 2010, although, please note:

 The funding available will be 
allocated on a first come first served 
basis, so late applicants may be 
unsuccessful. 
 Your project or event must run 
between October 2010 and January 
2011. 
 You must attend an informal 
workshop (see below) before running 
your event. 

If you think this fund may be relevant to 
your group or organisation, applications 
can be made online at http://applications.
communityfoundations.org.uk/Entry.
aspx?DeliveryAgentID=160&FundName
=LoveFoodHateWasteCommunityAction
Fund&FormName=Small

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway

The County Council has now somewhat 
changed tack on this and is keenly 
briefing against the contractors in 
public, in private and all over the place. 
Entertainingly, a Councillor from 
Manchester tasked with reviewing the 
project with the view to continuing (or 
not) a similar project in Manchester went 
back to his colleagues with a “or not” 
view – although a simple Google search 
would probably have convinced them to 
ditch it anyway. 
But that’s all the entertainment there’s 
to be had on this fiasco. £160 million we 
hear so far….

National Air Traffic Service

Following a Freedom of Information 
request by Sebastian we have discovered 
two things – firstly that NATS considers 
itself to be outside the remit of the FOI 
legislation and secondly that  “With 
regard to your query, NATS has been 
reviewing the airspace design for the 

•

•

•

TCN [Terminal Control North i.e South 
Western Cambs] area in light of feedback 
from the consultation in 2008 and there 
will be a second consultation on revised 
proposals later this year.  Further details 
of this consultation will be published in 
due course; we have previously stated 
that the consultation will not be until at 
least September 2010.”

Pinpoint Support for Carers

The pinpoint network meetings are 
a chance for parents and carers of 
disabled children and young people 
to get together, get support and share 
information. They are also an opportunity 
to meet with service managers to talk 
about how services can be improved. 
Please follow the links below for details. 
To book a place at any of these meetings 
email Emily or telephone 0751 741 
9761 – locally they will be: October 
11th – Cambridge and 15th October at 
Cambourne.

Local Buses to and from St Neots.

We have had a number of complaints 
about buses not turning up to collect 
passengers for Gamlingay from St Neots 
and for a number of people this has 
resulted in costly taxi fares.  The most 
recent case was due to the bus breaking 
down at a time when Whippet were on 
minimal staff since it was a Saturday 
afternoon.  I have spoken at length to the 
managing director of the bus company 
on a number of occasions and he agrees 
that these occurrences are unacceptable.  
Please let me know if you have 
experience of buses failing to turn up.

Gamlingay Flies.

Delighted not to have had any complaints 
over the summer about unusual 
numbers of flies.  We are assured by 
the environmental health officer that 
sufficient measures are now in place 
at the chicken farm on Station Rd that 
everything should be alright from now 
on.

Strengthening Families, Strengthening 
Communities Course 

The County anticipate offering the first 
one in our locality in Gamlingay from 
October to January on Tuesday mornings 
(there will hopefully be a crèche 
alongside). The course is an accredited 
programme run by trained facilitators 
from the Locality Team and free to all 
parents (although focusing on parents of 
3-13 year olds)- it is designed to prevent 

and manage behaviour difficulties with 
children and increase parents’ positive 
times with their families. More details 
to follow but if you are aware of any 
parents who may be interested do let 
them know - for more information or to 
book they can contact their Children’s 
Centre, Parent Support Adviser or call 
our office on 01954 286012 (or you can 
refer them if they wish).

Noise and Nuisance

We have been dealing over the past 
months with one particular case of noise 
emanating from a factory on  Green End.  
These situations are always extremely 
complex and difficult to resolve 
especially when peoples’ livelihoods are 
involved.  However, it is an important 
role of your District Councillors to help 
support you in such situations and we are 
always very glad to do so.

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 

Dear Editor,
Please can I enlist the help of your 

readers in research I am undertaking 
upon Italian and German prisoners of 
war who were held in Bedfordshire 
between 1941 and 1948.

Can anyone provide me with the 
locations of the camps and hostels listed 
below, or do they have any photographs 
or memories of these camps and their 
occupants that they are willing to share?

The Ducks Cross Camp at Colmworth 
had a number of satellite hostels, 
in Cockhayne Hatley, Farndish, 
Ravensden, Roxton, Highlands Farm 
in Moggerhanger, Harrold Hall, 
Godmanchester and Sharnbrook. There 
was also a tented camp at Tempsford 
and a requisitioned girl’s school in 
Upper Dean. A hostel was planned for 
Biggleswade but I cannot ascertain if it 
existed.

There was a Hutted Camp in Sandy 
possibly connected to  unidentified 
ammunition dumps nearby. Another 
dump at Shefford also had its own 
hostel.

I also believe there was a dump and 
hostel in the grounds of Old Woodbury 
Hall, Gamlingay together with camps in 
Potton Mansion and somewhere on the 
John O’Gaunt golf club.

Around the brickfields were camps 
in Lidlington, Houghton Conquest, 
Church farm in Marston Mortaine and at 
Chimney Corner.

In Ampthill there was a camp on 
Park Road and another in a Houghton 
Road. This may be identical though to a 
Hutted Camp somewhere in Houghton 
Conquest.

Lastly there was a camp in Green 
Lane, Clapham.

I can be contacted on 01582 597073 or 
by email:

steve_helen_risby@sky.com.

Yours truly, Stephen Risby.

Dear Editor,

Gamlingay Parish Council, Gamlingay 
Community Centre Ltd and Forward 
Gamlingay! are delighted to announce 
that funding of £539 000 has been 
secured from the Community Builders’ 
fund for the Gamlingay Eco-Hub project.  
GPC,GCC and FG! continue to work 
hard to redevelop the Community Centre 
for the community and look forward to 
telling you more about the project in the 
coming weeks.

Yours sincerely,
Gamlingay Parish Council

Gamlingay Community Centre Ltd
Forward Gamlingay!

Gamlingay Community 
Eco Hub Committee

Are you Interested in Helping to Manage 
a Local Charity?

Lifecraft is a unique and much-
appreciated local charity which has 
a history of supporting user fora and 
campaigns to challenge stigma and 
raise awareness about mental health in 
today’s society; could you, or someone 
you know, step forward to help its 
management and governance over the 
next three years?
It provides a wide range of activities 
and support services for people who 
experience issues to do with mental 
health and wellbeing and every weekday, 
there are a wide range of groups on offer, 
viz: an Information Centre, an evening 
Mental Health Helpline Service, and a 
counselling service - all made possible by 
a combined workforce of volunteers 
and service users. 
Lifecraft’s next AGM will be on 01 Oct 
2010, and this will be an opportunity 
for new volunteers to join the Executive 
Committee.  A Treasurer is being sought 
- could this be YOU? (Lifecraft has a 
core commitment to be user-led and the 
charity’s Constitution calls for two-
thirds of the Committee to be current or 
recent mental health service users.)For 
more information please contact:Andrew 
Deller  andrew@lifecraft.org.uk or 
01223-477586

Speeding – again!

In your village there is a problem with 
vehicles speeding usually during the rush 
hours. When completing a check the 
location needs to follow the criteria of 
being half a mile away from a sign that 
displays the speed limit (a bit of health 
and safety madness we hope shortly to be 
binned by HMG). It also needs to have 
either a lay-by or footpath so a PCSO 
carrying out a check can be safe and the 
speed limit cannot be higher than a 40 
mph zone. Checks have been completed 
recently in Cambridge Road – Wimpole, 
Fishers Lane – Orwell, Stocks Lane 
– Gamlingay, Ermine Way - Arrington. 
 
The Police will be conducting checks 
over the next few weeks in all villages, 
on more than one occasion, so if your 
village hasn’t yet been mentioned above, 
it’s coming! The Police are also clamping 
down on illegal parking and a number 
of tickets have already been issued, 
particularly outside the Co-op in Church 
Street, Gamlingay and Mill Street 
Gamlingay which have seen the highest 



Booklinks

The group has spent the summer reading ‘What Came Before He Shot Her’ by Elizabeth George. 
 
This book by the creator of the Inspector Lynley mysteries is essentially a prequel and describes the events 
leading up to the conclusion of  “With No One As Witness”.  It tells the reader of a dysfunctional and troubled 
family living on an estate in North Kensington where gangs rule and there is a constant struggle to survive.  

Three mixed race siblings, Joel, Nessa and their younger brother Toby are dumped on a well 
intentioned but inadequately equipped Aunt Kendra; the oldest, 15 year old Nessa is headed 
for trouble as the book opens, leaving school, using drugs and getting involved with the 
local gang leader and once the family become the focus of these gangs there is little that Joel 
the 12 year old ‘hero’ of the novel can do to prevent his family’s slide to disaster.   
 
The dialogue of the books is largely slang, with plenty of swearing peppered throughout!  
While everyone agreed that this brings the main characters vividly to life, it did at times 

make for quite difficult reading.  
 
Some of the group found the book too depressing and when it became evident that there was no ray of 
sunshine on the horizon, decided not to read on.  There were glimmers of hope for the characters - Joel 
through his love of and talent for poetry and Nessa in her enthusiasm for millinery - but when these are dashed 
the inevitable tragedy is simply heartbreaking. 

 
Recommended reads this month are ‘The Tent, The Bucket 
and Me’ by Emma Kennedy, ‘Her Fearful Symmetry’ by 
Audrey Niffenegger and the Steig Larsson trilogy.  
 
The current read is ‘Buddha Da’ by Anne Donovan.  The 
next meeting will be Thursday October 7th at 8.00pm in The 
Crafty Cupcake, Gamlingay.

TWO’S COMPANY
01480 476696

WE MUST BE RE-HOMED 
TOGETHER

St Neots & District Cats Protection have 
a pair of adult cats in their homing pens.  

These cats have shown a strong attachment 
to each other and we feel it would be 

detrimental to their wellbeing if they were 
separated.

All  cats that need new homes will 
be neutered or spayed, vaccinated, 

microchipped and treated for fleas and 
worms before going to their new homes.

TRIXIE & SOX

Sox is two years old and has striking orange 
eyes and is a little quiet and shy until she is 

used to people.  Trixie is much more outgoing 
and loves people and is very confident, she 

is about 3 years old.  They are very used 
to each other and came into the branch 

together. 

A fun morning’s walk 
round Gamlingay….

looking for clues  (like a 
Car Treasure Hunt….but on 
foot!!!)

Sunday 17th October

ALL WELCOME – 
FAMILIES, YOUNG AND 
OLD
Entry is £2 per person or £5 
for a family

Meet at 11.00am outside St 
Mary’s Church,
 finishing in the Church 
Hall where light lunch 
refreshments will be 
available.

All proceeds towards church 
funds.

Before we start the walk, children 
under 11 are very welcome to “try 
out” our Sunday morning children’s 
activity (Stepping Stones) whilst the 
service in church takes place.
We are having an “open morning”.
St Mary’s Church Hall – 9.30am

To book a place, please contact 
Ian Parker on  652992 or e-mail 
“iangparker@hotmail.com”



Next Meeting
GEAG will meet next on the
20th October. There will be a
guest speaker, to be
announced.

20:00 to 21:30 in the Old
Methodist Chapel, Green
End, Gamlingay (in the
grounds of the First School)

Admission Free All Welcome

Energy Monitors available on
loan from GEAG

Want to cut your electricity
bill? Contact GEAG to borrow
an energy monitor and see
how much you are using.
These gadgets can produce

amazing results, particularly if
there is someone in your

household switching on the
immersion heater and

forgetting about it. With one
of these monitors you can
catch them out and know

how much to take out of their
pocket money!

The Carbon 

TSAR
Remember the sun?

There have been a lot of adverts in local papers and delivered though our letterboxes this
year for installing photovoltaic cells (PVs), on your home. Why is this? One reason might be
the introduction of feed in tariffs, FITS, to subsidise small scale electricity generation
('microgeneration'). They are paid directly to anyone generating renewable electricity
(including from PVs) and are particularly generous for small scale (‘microgeneration’)
producers. To put thing in perspective here are some figures:

FIT subsidy for PV electricity generated from a system with a maximum capacity of up to
4kW is 41.3p per kWh. The price you would get for selling this electricity to the grid is
3p/kWh and you are probably paying something around 13p per kWh for your electricity.
The FIT is actually much greater than the price you get for selling the power and also greater
than your domestic rate. It is also index linked and guaranteed for 25 years from installation.

The best part is that the FIT is payable whether you use the electricity yourself or sell it to
the grid. If you sell to the grid you will get, for each kWh, a FIT of 41.3p plus the 3p paid for
the power giving 44.3p per kWh. It’s good, but not surprising, that companies are getting in
on the act. It is also possible to both sell and use the power from your PVs yourself. A clever
gadget will direct any power not used by you into the grid.

A few things to be aware of though:

The panels must be installed by a company registered with the microgeneration certification
scheme, MCS, as must the panels themselves. These must be new not second hand.

The simplest way of getting set up is to go to a company that will do all the installation for
free. You will then get the electricity for free and the installer then gets some or all of the
FIT. This may not be the most lucrative possibility but it does mean you don’t need any
capital. Be careful though, is the equipment supported by the installer? This applies
particularly to the inverter, a gadget that converts the electricity from the PVs to a form that
you can use or sell to the grid. These have a shorter life expectancy than the panels
themselves.

Planning permission could be problematic for many of us. You will need a surface of 10
square metres facing roughly south that is not overshadowed at all.

This is a lot to think about and I suggest you visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/Generate
your own energy/Solar electricity where you can get more information.

Note that what I have written applies specifically to photovoltaic systems which generate
electricity. These are not to be confused with ‘solar thermal’. This involves using the sun to
heat water. It does not yet get a heavy subsidy but there may be a scheme in place in early
2011. The same companies that can install PVs can sometimes also install solar thermal
systems.

Watch this space.

Contact the Tsar via GEAG or the Parish Council (The Parish Council at The Almshouse
Chapel, Church Street, Gamlingay, or e mail clerk@gamlingay pc.gov.uk)

Contact GEAG
For more information,
contact the GEAG co

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

PS Just a reminder about the
transport survey in the last

Gazette. If you have not filled
it in and if you do not save
your copies of the Gazette in
a binder (shame on you) you
can get copies from GEAG.

News from 
RSPB 

The Lodge 
nature reserve
 by Mark Brandon

The habitat work that has been 
carried out to restore the new heath 
is really bearing fruit this year. Two 
areas where new heather had started to 
appear were fenced in to protect them 
from rabbits and muntjac deer and to 
prevent our Manx Loghtan sheep from 
taking a nibble. 

We now have a lovely covering of 
purple in each exclosure; this will seed 
and spread to other areas in the future. 
Over time, the heather should establish 
itself and we can take away the fenced 
exclosures and enjoy the vista of a large 
area of heathland. 

This year we have had woodlarks on 
territory in this area, one of the scarce 
birds that we hope to attract back to The 
Lodge, but we have to wait a little longer 
to see if nightjars and Dartford warblers 
will return. In time, we hope to attract 
all three of these special heathland birds 
back as breeding species.

Our warden has just finished putting 
together all of The Lodge breeding bird 
survey reports from this year. Volunteers 
and staff set out in small teams to 
designated areas around the reserve, from 
March to July and record all the birds that 
show signs of breeding. This gives us a 
pattern of changes in bird populations 
over a long period; the surveys were 
started here back in the 1960’s!

With winter approaching, the RSPB 
has it’s annual ‘Feed The Birds Day’ 
at the end of October, to highlight how 
important it is to put out food and water 
for your garden birds during the colder 
months. We have a weekend of activities 
for this, where we make bird cake, have 
a bird ringing demonstration and ‘Homes 
For Wildlife’ gardening information tent. 
This year for the first time, we have a 
bird sculpture workshop, where wire 
and re-cycled materials will be used to 
create various designs of birds and other 
interesting objects.

The Lodge reserve is open every day of 
the week, from dawn to dusk, and there 
are plenty of organised events: just ring to 
book. Entry is included in the car-parking 
fee - £4 a car for non-members, free if 

you are members or just visiting the 
shop. The shop (01767 680541) is open 
every day and has everything for people 
who love nature. 

Some events for you to enjoy in 
October:

Birds for Beginners . There’s a walk 
just for you on Friday 29 October, 10am 
– 12 noon. A chance to learn more about 
birds, and gather some tips to help you 
identify them.Booking advisable.

Feed the Birds Open Weekend 
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 October, 
11am – 4pm.  Once a year, we throw 
open the gates, and invite you all to join 
us for free fun and activities on the lawn 
at the house. There will be bird cake 
making, bird ringing, face painting, bird 
sculpture workshop and lots more to 
do. Free parking, small charge for some 
activities. 

Halloween for Children 1 – 3pm, 
Saturday 30 October. A Halloween event 
(in fancy dress) at the reserve. Spooky 
face painting, apple bobbing and prizes 
for the best dressed child and best carved 
pumpkin. Booking essential.

Halloween walk, 5 - 7pm, Saturday 30 
October. A night-time walk for families 
who aren’t afraid of the woods… in the 
dark… Not suitable for young children. 
Wear suitable clothes and bring a torch. 
Booking essential.



AN EVENING OUT WITH 
THE GUILD

It’s cold and damp and foggy,
As we wait here for the bus,
But we’re going on an outing,
So no-one makes a fuss,
At last the bus, it has arrived,
And the door is open wide,
There’s Hazel shouting down to us,
“Hello girls, do hurry, come inside.”

We climb the steps and find our seats,
There isn’t one to spare,
And then we look around us,
Just to see who else is here,
There’s Pam and June and Peggy,
And there’s Freda over there,
And there’s Mavis, June  and Holly,
And there’s Barbara sitting near.

There’s Mary just behind me,
Elizabeth as well,
And lots more sitting in the front,
Their names I cannot tell,
For I can only see their heads,
As they move to and fro’,
As on towards the showrooms,
Of Ritch�sse Furs we go.�sse Furs we go.

We’ve left our village far behind,
The fog, too, all has gone,
We can see the road is clear ahead,
So we carry on,
But now the driver’s turning,
And we leave the motorway,
I hope the driver’s got a map,
And doesn’t lose his way.

The bus now stops, we all get out,
And walk and freeze once more,
But there’s our host to greet us,
As he holds the open door,
“Do come in my darlings,
It’s so nice to see you here,
There’ll be coffee in a moment,
We know it’s cold out there.”

The fur coats that are modelled,
Some dark, some light, some black,
Some short, some long, some fluted,
With leather on the back,
Are Oh! so nice to look at, 
And we long to bring them home,
And then our host says, “Try some on,
You can always get a loan!”

No other word was needed,
As we rushed to reach the rack,
Where all the coats are hanging,
And is filled from front to back,
“Do you think this suits me?”
These word were said in vain,
For everybody else ,
Was doing just the same.

Yes the coats were taken off the rack,
And tried on one by one,
And by the looks upon their faces,
All were having fun,
The hats too were intriguing,
With the different shapes and styles,
You could see the little giggles,
Turn into great big smiles.

It was some time later,
That the pace was slowed and eased,
Some could not stop laughing,
Others were well pleased,
And trundled back towards the bus,
With parcels in their hands,
It was agreed by all of us,
The evening had been grand.

And now we’re back upon the bus,
And on the road once more,
Some are pleased with what they’ve 
bought,
Others not so sure,
But if the next trip’s half as good,
And we’re sure that it will be,
We know that they’ll enjoy themselves,
We did, didn’t we?

by Joan Gurney

Poetry corner

DUST
Goodness knows where it all comes from,
The dirt, the grime and the dust,
Having only just swept up, I turn round,
Already, it’s forming a crust.
Small remnants of lunches and suppers,
Bits of crumpet, and crackers and cheese,
A raisin - or is it a currant?
Crumbs, almost up to your knees!

Don’t ask me why it all goes there,
But there’s loads of it, under the bed:
Like the ghostly Pied Piper of Gamlin-
Gay whistled, and there it all fled.
I do know where some of it comes from,
Sewing patchwork, in fabric so gay,
‘Though, with every hue in the rainbow,
How come all the sweepings are grey?

Now, I don’t wish to cause you to worry,
But, there’s something - too small for your sight -
Which can cause you to wheeze, or even to sneeze,
It’s the tiniest, dustiest Mite.
Dust gathers, in all of the comers,
In the crannies as well as the nooks,
It clings to the slats of the windowpane blinds,
And covers your shelves full of books.

The cooker-hood looks like a carpet,
Near-impossible to remove,
And as for the household gadgets,
Dust creeps into every groove.
There are cobwebs hanging from ceilings,
Draping, like huge weeping willows.
It wouldn’t take long to collect them,
Sufficient to stuff a few pillows!

Just after you’ve bathed, or you’ve showered,
Cleaning bathroom, from high down to low,
Before even the mirror’s de-misted,
There it is, like fresh-fallen snow!
There really is no simple answer,
(Bar cleaning up, every spare minute,
And every time that you see a small spec,
You wipe it up, ‘bag’ it, and ‘bin’ it).

So, don’t kid me that you don’t have any,
Or I’ll come round, to play “Call My Bluff”.
Uninvited, I’ll turn up, and knock on your door,
Saying “Own up, show me the fluff’!

 Gill Spaul, Gamlingay, 11.0�.2010



Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30

On Wednesday 11 August 2010, 
17 very excited members of 2nd 
Gamlingay Guides flew into 
Edinburgh airport and descended 
on Netherurd House, a Guide camp 
site in Peebleshire, Scotland to enjoy 
a week long holiday to celebrate the 
Centenary of GirlGuiding UK.  

Our indoor accommodation was the 
Guiding equivalent of 5* luxury and 
included a kitchen with a dishwasher, a 
huge activity/dining room and a separate 
living room.  The Guides quickly made 
themselves at home and created mosaic 
posters to decorate their dormitories 
before a spot of campfire singing before 
bedtime.

The first day dawned grey and damp 
(well, it was Scotland!) but we didn’t 
care as the Guides tried their hand at 
kayaking and zipping down the zip 
line that was suspended over the pond.  
Kayaking included an exciting game of 
rescuing as many plastic ducks from the 
water as possible and seeing how many 
Guides could fit on one kayak before it 
sank.  The zip line produced one of the 
funniest moments of the trip: one of the 
Leaders being lowered into the pond 
fully clothed!  

Other activities during the week 
included Pioneering, where the Guides 
invented a strange version of a bridge to 
cross the stream, Climbing and a Low 
Ropes course.  

During the Archery session the Guides 
took part in a shooting contest to win 
their cutlery for dinner which resulted in 
one Guide having to eat her evening meal 
with just three forks, and another able to 
use just one teaspoon!  

Some members in the group took part 
in a Night Walk which included a scary 
‘blind walk’ where they walked through 
the woods in the pitch black, holding on 
to each other for dear life and took part in 
a spot of bat watching.  

In true Scottish fashion we held a mini-
Burns night on Saturday night, which 
involved a supper of Haggis, neeps and 
tatties and Scottish Country Dancing 
which was great fun, if a little chaotic.

On Monday 16th, we visited Edinburgh 
Zoo where we had a great time feeding 
the Lorakeets.  We then had a celebratory 
meal at a carvery restaurant for lunch 

before taking in the sights of the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival on the Royal 
Mile.  

When we returned to the camp site we 
had a final campfire to end our Centenary 
trip in true Guiding fashion.

We arrived safely back at Stansted on 
Tuesday 17th August, sleepy and sad to 
see the end of our Centenary Getaway.  
We’d had an amazing time and 2nd 
Gamlingay Guides are now looking 
forward to the next adventure!

2nd Gamlingay Guides Getaway to Scotland 
2010 

by Lorna Orchiston
2nd Gamlingay Guides



The Other Village 
Baker

by Sheila Childs

Leonard Roland Green was born on 
June 21st 1908 to Ellen and Herbert 
Green at 7, Orchard Rd, Trowbridge 
in the county of Wiltshire. He was 
the second child and the first son of 5 
children.

At a young age he wanted to be a 
jockey, as when he was a little lad he 
enjoyed riding the carthorses of the 
town bareback to their fields. His love 
of horses continued all his life and later 
on in his life he could often be found 
watching the racing on a Saturday 
afternoon on T.V.

The only thing we know about Dad’s 
school days is that he loved playing 
football. One day the football went 
over the high playground wall into the 
gardens beyond and he was hanging 
over it to direct another boy as to where 
it was when he felt somebody slap 
his backside. Thinking it was another 
boy he swore at the perpetrator only to 
discover it was the headmaster. Six of 
the best followed.

At the age of 14 he left school to take up 
an apprenticeship with King and Smith, 
the bakers and confectioners in the 
town. As he was still quite small for his 
age, for some of the jobs he had to do 
he needed to stand on an empty currant 
box (In those days this was how dried 
fruit was delivered - in 141b boxes). 
Lots of products were made by hand as 
machinery was all a bit odd by today’s 
standards. The only product I remember 
him talking about making was glac� 
peel. The bakery company did outside 
catering, which Dad also helped with.

His boss was very involved in the 
Trowbridge Gilbert and Sullivan 
Company. Dad’s lifelong love of these 
operettas came from doing the catering 
at these functions.

At the age of 18 he decided to seek his 
fortune in London, so, armed with a 
watch (which I still have) and £1, off to 
London went he.

No lodging - No job.

We think that when he first arrived in 
London the Salvation Army took pity 
on him until he could find lodgings. 
Once he had found work he still had no 
money until payday, but a coffee stall 
owner befriended him and let him have 
food until the end of the week.

He applied for work and would you 
believe, one of the bakeries he applied 
to was to become my husband’s 
grandfather’s business! He finally found 
work with a German baker in Wood 
Green, North London.
He joined a cycling club and used to 
enjoy cycling from Wood Green to 
Biggleswade on a Sunday morning!
We do not know how or when he came 
to Langford, but it was there that he 
worked for the baker, Mr Parker and 
where he consequently met my Mum 
Freda (Chessum).

All sundry goods, i.e. sugar, dried yeast 
etc. were purchased from the United 
Yeast Company and through their 
salesman called Dick he learnt that there 
was a bakery in Gamlingay he could 
rent. This belonged to the Sarlls family 
at Rose Villa, Honey Hill. (This family 
has been written about by Ishbel Beatty 
for the Gamlingay History Society.)

He took over in 1934 and one of the 
first things he did was to take the poor 
old and exhausted pony to the knackers 
yard. Delivering the bread with his 
motorbike and side car. For about a year 
he lodged with a local family. Coming 
home from visiting Mum at Langford 
he often found the two refined ladies 
rather the worse for drink. Many years 
later when Dad used to pay the council 
(ten shillings) to empty our toilet (a 
very refined hole in the ground) we 
discovered where these refined ladies 
got rid of their bottles.

The Sarlls moved into 49 Mill St and 
on June 8th 1935 Mum and Dad were 
married at the Langford Methodist 
Chapel. Mum worked alongside Dad in 
the bakery until he retired and she was a 
keen member of the Gamlingay WI.

I was born in Aug 1936 at Rose Villa, 
Honey Hill, where I spent a very happy 
childhood and it was from there that I 
walked to the Baptist Chapel for my 
wedding in 1958. My sisters Jenny 
and Bibby were born in 1942 and 1945 

respectively.

Dad went from a motorbike and sidecar 
to an Austin 7 and then Ford and Morris 
vans to deliver bread to Gamlingay, 
Hatley, the two Grandsdens and later 
Sutton.

Luckily for our family his trade was 
exempt during the war so he didn’t get 
called up, but made pork pies and other 
food to supply the NAFFI, which was 
run from the vicarage.

It was not until 1948 that he bought a 
dough and then a cake machine. Before 
this everything was made by hand - the 
dough being made in a wooden dough 
trough.

In 1959 Dad bought 16, Mill Street at 
auction, the previous owner being Mr 
Gilbert. The bakery there was bigger 
than at Honey Hill but the oven had 
not been used for about 30 years and it 
took Dad 3 weeks to gently fire it up. 
This oven was different from the Honey 
Hill oven, which was a side flue oven, 
while this one was heated by a series of 
water filled steel tubes running above 
and below the oven floor and heated by 
a coke fire.

After Bibby left school she worked 
with Dad until he retired in 1973. 
They slowly stopped delivering to the 
villages and sold everything in the 
shop - including seed potatoes and 
chicken feed, which I remember Mr 
Siggs coming and weighing up. Before 
he retired, Mr Siggs worked for Mr 
Watson, the other baker in Church 
Street.

Dad also kept chickens, pigs and geese 
in the field at the back of the property.

He died in 1984 and I remember him 
as someone who was always good fun, 
ready to join in and sometimes even 
start some of the daft things us young 
ones got up to.

The Mill Street bakery, and the baker with his 
fresh batches of Hot-X-buns

Honey Hill Bakery and 
Rose Villa, next door to 
the Manse and British 
School
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Memories of Jim Empson, born 
28.1.1932 at 5 Church Street, 
Gamlingay, to Bill Empson Snr and 
Madge Empson - late in their life. 
Their four other children, Bill, Barbara, 
Bob and Roy were born much earlier 
between 1914 and 1920, so he was like 
an only child, with Bob and Roy at War 
in the Royal Artillery, and Bill married 
to Christine Jefferies from Fullers Hill 
Farm, Little Gransden (1940). Barbara 
had already married Peter Hancox in 
the 1930’s and lived in Cow Lane (now 
West Road), and Bob married Peggy in 
Torquay where he was stationed with a 
shore battery, keeping German shipping 
at bay along the Channel. 

Prior to this, Bob had joined the 
Territorial Army at Biggleswade, along 
with other young men from Gamlingay, 
all teenagers. When WWII began on 
3rd September 1939, this group, led by 
1st/Lt. Jack Redman (Lt.Col. by 1945) 
of Waresley Park and Chairman of Wells 
and Winch Brewery at Biggleswade, 
embarked for France with the B.E.F. 
(British Expeditionary Force) to try 
and stem the advancing German army 
which had skirted the Maginot Line 
through Holland and Belgium and was 
closing on our lines at an alarming rate. 
France capitulated and the B.E.F. was 
forced onto the beaches at Dunkerque 
where they were picked up by “The 
Small Boats”. In Bob’s case, this was an 

oil tanker. He waded out to it in water 
up to his neck and was pulled aboard 
the slippery deck by the ship’s crew. 
Exhausted, they climbed down into the 
oil sodden bilges but by this time, the 
boat had settled on the shallow bottom. 
They were constantly bombed by Stukas 
and two near misses refloated the vessel 
by causing the sand beneath, to slide into 
two craters. They crossed the Channel 
without further incident. Dover was full, 
so they made their way to Ramsgate 
where they disembarked and joined a 
train the line of which went right into 
the dockside. When they awoke next 
day, they were in Rhyl, Wales! They 
formed up again and it was at this time, 
that they were transferred to the Royal 
Artillery. Ernie Harley, who was 1st/Lt. 
Redman’s groom in peace-time was 
now his batman. George Lawmon, son 
of the local blacksmith, whose lean-to 
shed still stands alongside the Parish 
Room, was exempted to work on aircraft 
parts at Letchworth. A hundred and fifty 
thousand men were taken prisoner who 
failed to get away. 

After the trauma of Dunkerque four 
years before, some of these boys found 
themselves again on French soil, 
landing with the Canadians on D-Day 
plus 4. Fighting was fierce as they 
tried to break out from the beach-head 
but they eventually won through and 
rolled across the home of Calvados. 
At this time, Bob picked up a bronze 
crucifix from a cottage which had been 
razed to the ground.. He has it to this 
day. His regiment was directed to the 

south, through to Belgium, where he 
witnessed the “Battle of the Bulge” in 
the Ardennes. He said that it was an 
unbelievable sight, as the Tiger tanks 
rolled down the road and through the 
woods, with their headlamps on. After 
this skirmish, they made their way to 
Aachen after crossing the border near 
Maastricht. Bob crossed the Rhine on a 
BSA motorcycle, trying to keep upright 
on a floating bridge! Their goal was 
almost in hand and he went through to 
Belsen. Roy spent the whole of the war, 
fighting the Japanese in Burma, from the

 summer of 1940 to 1945. He rarely, if 
ever, spoke of his experiences, so I  have 
no story to tell.  

Peter Hancox, brother-in-law, was 
commissioned in the R.A.F. His job 
was in  air traffic control (ATC) with 
Coastal Command. His first posting 
was to  Silloth on the Solway Firth, but 
he was soon off to Lagos, West Africa 
- known  then as “the white man’s 
grave”! The task in hand, was to hunt 
U-Boats  which were the scourge of our 
shipping, routing round the Cape due 
to the  much more dangerous journey 
through the Suez Canal, Mediterranean 
and  Gibraltar Straits.  

At the time this was going on, and 
being much younger, Jim was at school 
in  Green End, Gamlingay from 1937 
to 1943, then Bedford Modern School 
‘43  to ‘48. However, children were not 
exempt from the War Effort, and packed  
gun parts and other unidentified pieces 
in waxed paper - all laid out in the  gym 

at BMS. In Gamlingay, they picked rose 
hips from the hedges and  caught or shot 
rats with an airgun. The tails were worth 
6d (2 1/2p) and paid  by the War-Ag. 
(Wartime Ministry of Agriculture). Jim 
was also in the J.T.C.  (Junior Training 
Corps) at BMS. This was compulsory. 
With a lifetime love of  aeroplanes, 
he joined the R.A.F. after leaving 
school and a few months working for 
father on the Empson estate. His other 
love, photography - was taken care 
of when he joined a P.R.U. squadron 
at Benson, Oxon which had Spitfires 
and Mosquitoes fitted with aerial 
cameras. By the time he was 31, he had 
his own camera business in Ipswich 
which flourished for almost fifty years. 
He retired at 76! He has owned five 
aeroplanes at different times  over these 
years, and ran a local flying association 
in his spare time, organizing many flying 
displays and “fly-outs” to the Continent 
and U.K. In 1989, he took his sons to 
Berlin to see “The Wall” breached and 
in 1990, a trip to Poland saw him flying 
Russian, Polish and Czechoslovakian 
aeroplanes, making recommendations 
for their use in the West, which were 
taken up in due course. There are now 
many ‘planes flying in the UK from the 
East, including China!

Family history - Memories of 
Jim Empson



Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Neighbourhood Watch
24th July Church Street At 2200 a glass was thrown at a window 

damaging both the window and a sign.     

29/30 July Birchmead 1930 
-  0745

a Seat Leon was vandalised, keying 
both doors on the drivers side.

17th August West Rd.   1300 
- 1335

Property occupant returned home and 
saw three males all dressed in black, 
with at least one of them wearing a 
baseball cap, run from the front patio 
door to the garden, jump over the wall 
and escape on foot onto Mill Road. 
The patio door had been smashed. An 
item of jewellery is missing. If you 
were around that area at the time, did 
you see anything suspicious? If so 
please call 0345 4544 564. 

A Police Drop-In Surgery is held monthly on a  Friday at Gamlingay Fire Station 
between 3 to 5pm. (Start times may vary, should they be attending an incident)  

Preen is a social enterprise - a business that runs for the 
benefit of the community and fulfils a social purpose.
 

We do a number of things but our main project is the 
Furniture Bank, a community reuse service that provides 

training, reduces waste and most importantly, supplies low cost furniture and 
appliances to vulnerable disadvantaged people in Bedfordshire.
 

To pay for this work we run a massive community reuse shop in Biggleswade which 
is open to the public. It’s been described as an ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ and stocks all kinds 
of 2nd hand goods.
At the moment we are appealing for clean blankets, pillows and duvets.
, b
 

Please visit us and use our services - we are here to help you.
Unit 2 Shortmead Industrial Estate, Sun Street, Biggleswade, 
Beds SG18 0BP 01767 600332



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Chris Eaton/Roy Dennis 650 188 /650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk

I’m fine thankyou

There is nothing the matter with me
I’m as healthy as can be
I have arthritis in both knees
And I talk with a wheeze
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.

Arch support I have for my feet
Or I wouldn’t be able to be on the streets
Sleep is denied me night after night
But every morning I find I’m alright
My memory fading, my head in a spin
But I’m awfully good for the shape I’m in.

How do I know that my youth is all spent
When my ‘get up and go’ has got up and went?
But I really don’t mind when I think with a 
grin
Of all the Grand places my ‘get up’ has been.

Old age is golden I’ve heard it said
But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed
My ears in a drawer and my teeth in a cup
My eyes on a table until I wake up
‘Ere sleep overtakes me I say to myself
‘Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf?’

I walk, to the stores and huff my way back
I get up every morning and dust off my wits
And pick up the paper and read the ‘obits’
My name is still missing, I know I’m not dead
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed

The moral is this, as my tale I unfold
That for you and me who are growing old
It’s better to say, ‘I’m fine’, with a grin
Than to let folk know the shape we are in.



WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. 

Wednesday 13th October, Thursday 
11th November, Wednesday 8th 
December

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 1st October Competition 1 - Open - Judge David Hone

Friday, 8th October Images of India with David Steel

Friday, 15th October Paul Langshaw, a selection of work/my small world with Bob 
Wickens

Friday, 29th October The beyond group exhibition 2010

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 6th October Esther McMillan on ‘The History and Planting of Kelmarsh Hall’

Wednesda, 3rd November Jean Venning ‘Gardening through the seasons’

History Society

Monday, 11th October ‘Hereward and other fighters’ with Mike Petty

Monday, 8th November ‘Mixtures of November history’ with Jackie Painter

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 19th October Harvest Supper hosted by the committee

Tuesday, 16th November ‘Growing old disgracefully’ by Chris Winter

Neighbourhood policing panel

Wednesday, 20th October Gamlingay Village College, 7.30pm

Parental Forum, GVC See GVC web pages for next meeting date

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 16th November

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 4th October Copy deadline for November edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 18th October ‘Corsets, Camisoles and Petticoats’, speaker Fran Saltmarsh

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


